Barriers to Abuse Update
Effective September 1, 2023

Two registered adult leaders 21 years of age or over are required at all Scouting
activities, including all meetings. There must be a registered female adult leader
21 years of age or over in every unit serving females. A registered female adult
leader 21 years of age or over must be present for any activity involving female
youth... Notwithstanding the minimum leader requirements, age and program-
appropriate supervision must always be provided.

All adults staying overnight in connection with a Scouting activity must be
currently registered as an adult volunteer or an adult program participant.

Cub Scout Programs — Overnight Exception: Cub Scout parents or legal guardians
taking part in an overnight Cub Scout program with their own child or legal ward
are not required to register as leaders. All adults must review the

“How to Protect your Children from Child Abuse: A Parent’s Guide” that can be
found in the front of each Cub Scout Handbook. In addition, the parent or legal
guardian must be accompanied by a registered leader at any time they are with
youth members other than their own child/ward. All other overnight adults must
be currently registered in an adult fee

required position.”

Cub Scout youth should attend the camping event with their parent(s)/ guardian(s).
Lions and Tigers must have their adult partner present to take part.

For all other ranks: only in exceptional circumstances, a Cub Scout whose
parent or legal guardian cannot attend a unit overnight camping trip may
participate under the supervision of another registered adult member of the
BSA, a parent of a Cub Scout who is also attending. The unit leader and a
parent or legal guardian must agree to the arrangement, and all Youth
Protection policies apply. At no time may another adult accept responsibility
for more than one additional “non family member” youth.

Webelos and Arrow of Light Den Camping: Each Scout should attend with
their parent(s) or guardian(s). A Webelos or Arrow of Light Scout whose
parent or legal guardian cannot attend a den overnight camping trip may
participate under the supervision of at least two registered leaders.

The leaders and a parent or legal guardian must agree to the arrangement,
and all Youth Protection policies apply.

Cub Scout packs who are conducting their own overnight camping activity may
now camp up to two consecutive nights.
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